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Bus registrations shine through economic gloom
· Good legacy from 2008’s big bus demand helps February’ figures.
· Tradition and new plates slow coach registrations.
· Minibuses continue to decline, undermined by shifting buyer and use patterns
"February registration data shows that all the bus segments are positive while coaches and van-based minibuses continue their decline," said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  "February is always very slow for coaches because by tradition operators wait for Easter for new vehicles and the new number plate in March reinforces that trend.  Overall, though the outlook is steady, we cannot take anything for granted and remain very cautious". 

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2003 to February 2009
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes:

At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 13% since 1997.

The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
February 2009 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2008

	
	Feb
	% change*
	 YTD 2009
	% change*
	RYT 2009
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	472
	- 37.7%
	1,116
	- 29.4%
	9,979
	- 20.5%

	Buses above 8.5t
	214
	- 19.9%
	510
	12.3%
	3,235
	28.6%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	30
	- 77.3%
	64
	- 83.2%
	1,217
	- 69.5%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	192
	- 27.3%
	424
	- 30.3%
	4,605
	- 5.1%

	8.5 – 16t
	70
	100.0%
	158
	73.6%
	1,230
	16.4%

	16t +
	54
	- 31.6%
	137
	- 14.9%
	669
	- 8.6%

	Single-deck buses total
	346
	- 32.2%
	783
	- 37.0%
	7,721
	- 27.3%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	90
	- 41.2%
	215
	6.4%
	1,336
	79.3%

	All buses
	436
	- 34.2%
	998
	- 30.6%
	9,057
	- 20.3%

	All coaches
	36
	- 62.1%
	118
	- 13.2%
	922
	- 23.2%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	0
	- 100.0%
	3
	- 57.1%
	83
	- 12.6%

	Coaches 16t+
	36
	- 61.7%
	115
	- 10.9%
	839
	- 24.1%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to Feb 2009
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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